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Pictures of Islam presents a brief description of Islam to individuals who know very little about its

history, culture, and traditions. The importance of the pre-Islamic Arabian culture and the various

responses to modernity provide aspects that are found in few popular introductory texts.
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Pictures of Islam is thrifty in its use of word. In only 164 pages, Berry lays out an excellent overview

of Islam with disucssions about all the important topics: Arabian context, Mohammad, the Qur'an,

the varsious Islam groups/movements, Islamic history (with attention to different sub-groups that

have emerged within Islam), Islamic law, Muslim practices, Islams encounters with the modernity,

and Muslim-Christian relations. Especially appreciated his treament of themes like the impact of the

Crusades on Muslim thought, impact of relationship of West with Israel on Muslim though, and the

origins, thrust, and current influence of the Wahhabi movement.
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